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We’ve Arr ived —  Pasto r Ron de  Groot 

M 
any of us as par-

ents can recall the 

persistent question 

when travelling 

with young chil-

dren, “Are we there yet?”.  

There is a destination we desire 

and long for that is somewhere 

down the road. We push forward 

hoping to arrive at our destination. 

The place we want to be and the 

person we want to become is out 

there in the future. It is that hope 

and expectation that keeps us driv-

ing down the road even through 

the middle of the night.  

There were such classic billboards 

that play on this longing to arrive, I 

remember “WALL DRUG 120 

miles” or how about “Keep Yelling 

Kids, they’ll stop SOUTH OF 

THE BORDER 29 miles.” 

The thing was that WALL DRUG 

and SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

were a huge disappointment.  

They were classic tourist traps 

that never lived up to the re-

lentless billboard hype. 

I this case what we hoped for 

and longed for was not to be 

found 29 miles down the road. 

We may have arrived at the 

South of The Border but some 

how “we’re not there yet”. 

It is an experience that comes 

to the surface in a variety of 

ways. The young woman ar-

rives at her parents’ modest 

three bedroom ranch in a late 

model Mercedes S Class Se-

dan. Her father comes out to 

greet her saying “My, oh my 

you have arrived!”  

Now dad was not referring to 

her finding the location of his 

house, he took one look at the 

$80,000 car and declared his 

daughter a socio-economic 

success. 

To have arrived at you life des-

tination was measured in 

wealth and power.  

The only thing was that the 

wealth and the trappings of 

success left this woman still 

yearning to be and become 

something else. It’s a kin to the 

popular song that surveys 

one’s life and declares “Is this 

all there is?”. 

We find ourselves still think-

ing about work. Or problems at 

home still occupy our thoughts. 

And we often have the sense 

that we’ve not yet arrived at our 

true self. That we haven’t yet 

come home to who we truly are. 

That we’re living outside our-

selves. We find ourselves 

caught in a hamster wheel, feel-

ing as if we’re always on the 

move but never coming to our 

real self—and so never fully 

“arrive” at all.  

Advent and Christmas are the  

seasons when we find ourselves 

invited to come home to who 

we truly are.  

We are not unlike the Prodigal 

Son who when he arrives at 

home is embraced by the love 

of his Father. We are like the 

Shepherds who when they ar-

rive at the manger kneel to wor-

ship the God who so loved the 

world that He gave his only be-

gotten Son.  

The there is the wise men when 

they arrive at the place where 

the star has drawn them, fall 

down and offer him the very 

best of their lives. 

And what of us? On Christmas 

Eve when you peer into the 

manger will you be able to say 

of your life “I Have Arrived!” 

praise be to the God who em-

braces me as the beloved child! 
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Year End Giving  

The calendar year is rapidly 

coming to an end which means 

closing out financial records for 

the year.  

The congregation has been faith-

ful in giving throughout the year. 

We have experienced a great 

year of ministry and service 

as a fellowship. 

It would be an inspirational 

ending to the year if everyone 

considered sending in a year 

end gift of gratitude and  

thanksgiving. You may use the 

Christmas Offering envelope in 

your pledge box or simply 

mark a gift “Year End Gift”. 

Thank you for your faithfulness 

in 2017! 

A CALL FOR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION – Bob & Michele Newhouse,  Charles Abam 

giving of their time and talent 

to the ongoing ministry of 

Calvary. 

Calvary has been blessed with 

a host of faithful servants, 

many who have served a 

number of terms on Session 

or on Deacons. New faces 

and new ideas help to main-

tain and encourage growth of 

the church. 

If you have a spark of interest 

or feel you are being called, 

please speak to a member of 

The Annual Congregational 

Meeting for 2018 will take place 

next month. One of the im-

portant agenda items is a report 

from the Nominating Commit-

tee. 

Committee members will be 

contacting members of the Con-

gregation to fill positions on Ses-

sion as well as on Deacons and 

Auditing Committee. 

This reminder is being put forth 

in the hope that it will encourage 

people to prayerfully consider 

Session, Deacons or a member 

of the Nominating Committee. 

Our children, the littlest and the 

least, will take part in the telling 

of the story of God’s love enter-

ing the world as a baby. On the 

holiest of nights we trust the 

truth of who God is to our chil-

dren in the telling of the birth of 

Jesus Christ. We must not miss 

the beauty of this testimony to 

the simple truth of our faith. 

This year the Nativity Pageant 

will take place during the 10:30 

am service on December 17.  

Children of all ages, regard-

less of church affiliation, are 

welcome to participate. 

Please invite any children, 

grandchildren, nieces/

nephews, cousins, friends and 

others to participate.  

Children’s Pageant—December 17 

Advent Festival December 3  

The journey to Bethlehem is 

long and challenging for pil-

grims who come to witness the 

birth of God’s love and grace. 

What a wonderful thing it is to 

have fellow travelers who walk 

with us and gather for hot 

soup and warm bread! 

Join us for an Advent meal 

after worship on Sunday, De-

cember 3.  

You can contribute your favor-

ite holiday cookies and treats.  

 



LECTIONARY for DECEMBER 2017  

December 3  

1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 64:1-9  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

1 Corinthians 1:3-9  

Mark 13:24-37  

December 10 

2nd Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 40:1-11  

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  

2 Peter 3:8-15a  

Mark 1:1-8  

December 17 

3rd Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  

Psalm 126 or  

Luke 1:46b-55  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

John 1:6-8, 19-28  

December 24  

4th Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7  

Psalm 96  

Titus 2:11-14  

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  

December 25  

Christmas Day 

Dawn: 

Isaiah 62:6-12  

Psalm 97  

Titus 3:4-7  

Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20  

Day: 

Isaiah 52:7-10  

Psalm 98  

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)  

John 1:1-14  

December 31 

1st Sunday after  

Christmas Day 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  

Psalm 148  

Galatians 4:4-7  

Luke 2:22-40  
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A CALL FOR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION – Bob & Michele Newhouse,  Charles Abam 

A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S  

 

W O R S H I P  

L I G H T  

J O Y  

P E A C E  

Peace on Earth 



Christmas At Calvary 

 

Dec 3  11:30 am  Advent Festival—Soup Sandwich Fellowship Hour 

Dec 17  10:30 am  Children’s Nativity Pageant 

= = = = = = 

 

Dec 24  5:00 pm  Family Christmas Eve Service 

Holy Communion  

Candlelight Service 

Dec 24   9:00 pm  Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Choir 

Holy Communion 

Candlelight Service 

 



Page 5 

Briefly Noted 

SYMPATHY  

Our sympathy is extended to 

Ginna Zukswert and family upon 

the death of her daughter, Diana 

Tursky, on October 6, 2017. A 

memorial service was held at 

Calvary on Saturday, October 

28th at 2:00PM. 

SYMPATHY 

Our sympathy is extended to the 

Breunig family upon the death of 

Gloria Breunig on November 13, 

2017. A memorial visitation will 

be held at Leonardis Memorial 

Home on Friday, December 8th 

from 4:00-8:00PM. A memorial 

service will be held at Calvary 

on Saturday, December 9th at 

11:00AM. 

“JUST US” BOOK CLUB 

The “Just Us” Book Club will 

meet on Wednesday, December 

6th at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Shirley Mauzy. The book for 

December is “In a Sunburned 

Country” by Bill Bryson. Please 

call Shirley at 822-1640 or Ann 

Ritzer at 377-1840. 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

Preparing a place for people to 

gather for food and conversation 

is an offering and we would like 

to thank Peg Whiting, Carole 

Anderson, Michael Loeuis, 

Krystie Loeuis, The Chancel 

Choir, and the Bell Choir for 

having signed up to host fellow-

ship hour during the month of 

November. 

THANK YOU 

The Monday Christ Care Group 

wishes to thank all those who 

participated in making boxes for 

the Calvary Samaritan’s Purse 

project. We sent 44 boxes to 

Boone, N.C. which will be given 

to children in crisis locally and 

around the world.  

CALVARY DINNER CLUB 

The Calvary Dinner Club’s an-

nual Christmas party will be held 

on Sunday, December 17th at 

4:00 p.m. at the home of Sam & 

Gus Moussa. Everyone will be 

asked to bring food for the fes-

tivities. Mark your calendar 

NOW for an evening of great 

food, fellowship and the spirit of 

Christmas. Please call Ginna Zukswert 

at 973-377-4372 or Marie White at 

973-377-0107.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Evie Yu   1 

Sanna Brown  2 

Nancy Mantone  3 

Carole Anderson  5 

Alisa Whitmore  7 

Heidi Jensen  10 

Dean Marelli  15 

Ivana Velez  15 

Susan Apgar  16 

Laura Keel  18 

Melissa Leach  20 

Megan Ruzicka  20 

Shirley Stoll  21 

Ellen Ruban  22 

Bonnie McDonald 27 

Charles Abam  30 

Warren Kirby  31 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

David & Eleanor Ackerman  2 

Richard & Diane Himics   2 

Chris & Amanda Plummer  3 

Janet Johannessen & Chet Lloyd 26 

Please print: 

 

 

 ______   Pink/Red  Poinsettia(s)      ______  White Poinsettia(s) 

 ___  In Memory of      ____________________________________________________ 

 ___  In Gratitude for   ________________________________________________ 

 ___  To the Glory of God. 

 

 My Name ______________________________________________ 

 

  ____ I will take my plant after the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 

            $________ total payment enclosed (@ $12each) 

To order a poinsettia for 

our Christmas sanctuary 

display, fill out this form 

with your dedication, and 

attach a check made paya-

ble to “Calvary Presbyteri-

an Church” (with 

“poinsettia” noted on the 

memo line), for $12 each. 

Send to the church office or 

drop it in the collection 

plate on Sunday. Payment 

must accompany request. 

Please have your order in 

by Sunday, December 10 so 

that we can process your 

request. (Two large white 

poinsettias will be dis-

played during Epiphany in 

January. If you would be 

interested in donating one 

of these, please contact the 

church office.) 

Print full name above 

Print full name above 



       144 Ridgedale Avenue 

Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 

Phone: 973-377-4837 

Fax: 973-377-3204 

E-mail: calpresfp@verizon.net 

Website: calvarytodaylive.org 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

He Is Born! Come Celebrate With Us ! 


